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I WAS JUST COMING 
OFF MY SHIFT WHEN BAM... 
THE EXPLOSION HITS! I 
COULD TELL IT WAS COMING 
FROM ONE OF THE 
UPPER LEVELS. 


WHERE 
WERE YOU? 


EVEN AFTER 
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
ARRIVED. NO ONE SEEMED 
TO KNOW HOW MANY WERE 
STILL INSIDE...OR WHERE 
. TO EVEN TAKE THE 
> INJURED. <4 


THEY 
DRAGGED 
MOTHER TO THREE 
DIFFERENT HOSPITALS 
BEFORE SHE WAS 
ADMITTED. TOOK ME 
ALMOST A DAY TO 
TRACK HER 
ROWN: DID SHE 


TELL YOU 
ANYTHING 


ELSE? 


«THERE WAS SCREAMING 
EVERYWHERE. NURSES. 
DOCTORS. PATIENTS-- YOU 
NAME IT. NO ONE KNEW WHAT 
THE HELL JUST HAPPENED. WE 
WERE ALL STUNNED. 


DID YOU TRY TO 
FIND OUT WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING? 


WE HEARD ONE 
HOSPITAL COULDN’T 


HANDLE EVERYONE, SO 
y THEY SPREAD THEM OUT. 
MI DON'T THINK ANYONE 
WAS EVEN KEEPING 
TRACK ae WENT 


MY UNIT WAS FIRST ON 
THE ST. ANTHONY'S SCENE. 
WHEN WE ARRIVED, THE STAFF 
WAS ALREADY EVACUATING 
THE PLACE. WE BEGAN A 
PROCESS OF ORDERLY 

TRYING TO.. 


| WAITED 
FOUR HOURS! 
THEN THEY COME 
OUT AND HAD THE GALL 
TO SAY MY WIFE WASN’‘T 
EVEN AT THAT HOSPITAL! 
SHE WAS ON 


CAN 
IMAGINE?! 


You 


CAN YOU 
TELL ME ABOUT 
THAT NIGHT AND 
WHAT YOU 
REMEMBER? 


AS I HEARD 
THAT 
SOUND... 





SS URNEW, 
OMETHING 
iA WERE YOU 


WAS 
WRONG. SLEEPING AT 
THE TIME? 


: THAT'S WHEN | 
{ IT GOT CRAZY. FIRE 
ALARMS STARTED 


GOING OFF. THEN THE 
SPRINKLERS. I HEARD 
SCREAMING UP AND 
DOWN THE HALLS. 
YOU'D HAVE THOUGHT 
THE WORLD WAS 
ENDING. 


OH, THEY WERE 
SCARED TOO. SOME OF THEM 
WERE COMPLETELY USELESS, 

BUT OTHERS-- THEY BEGAN 
MOVING THE RESIDENTS OUT 
OF THE BUILDING. 


WAITING IN 
THE DARK, 





YOU SEE 
REMEMBER, , f 
ALL THE ELECTRICITY rhe ge ra 
LIKE A GERBIL. TOO 
HAD BEEN KNOCKED MANY CIGARETTES WHEN I WELL 
OUT. FOR A WHILE C 
THERE, I DIDN'T THINK WAS YOUNGER. I HAD ACUTE YOU LOOK 
TWAS GOINGIO EMPHYSEMA, SO WHEN I FINE NOW. 
SUCKED IN A BUNCH OF OH, I'M 
BETTER THAN 


—_ S VNEARLY CHOKED ME’ a 
N KED / 
TO DEATH. ‘CURED. 


THAT'S WHEN 
THEY TOOK ME 
AND THAT OTHER 
FELLA AWAY IN yw 


AMBULANCE.* 


BECAUSE I 
NEEDED 
ELECTRICITY FOR 
MY OXYGEN 
VENTILATOR. 


ONE HUNDRED 
PERCENT. DOCTORS 
CAN'T EXPLAIN IT. BUT 
YOU’RE LOOKING ATA 
GENUINE MIRACLE OF 
SCIENCE. THEY SAY I'VE 
GOT THE LUNGS OF & 
AN OLYMPIAN. _<@ 


in 
















Hi. I'M 
MARC ROSEN. 
A_REPORTER WITH 
THE NEW YORK 
CLARION. 







I WAS 
HOPING TO TALK TO 
A DOCTOR OR SOMEONE 
ABOUT THIS “MIRACLE 
PATIENT” OF YOURS. I 
THINK IT WOULD MAKE 
A GREAT FEATURE 

STORY. 













NO. WHICH 
MIRACLE 
PATIENT? WE 
HAVE A BUNCH 
OF THEM. 



















FINISHED 
INTERVIEWING 
MR. MURRAY 
FROM ROOM 323. 
ARE YOU SAYING 
YOU HAVE MORE 




































I’M SAYING 
THERE’S AN 
ENTIRE ROOM 
FULL. EVERY 


WHAT ARE 
THE DOCTORS 
SAYING? 








THAN ONE PATIENT IN THE 
PATIENT WHO SAME ROOM THEYRE 
SUDDENLY WOKE AS AMAZED 


AS THE REST OF 
US, MR. ROSEN. 
THE ONLY THING 
THEY'RE WILLING 
TO a ON 


UP DEVOID OF 
ANY MEDICAL 
CONDITIONS. 







RECOVERY? 





Ke 
z 
Ww 
n 


§ 
XY 
ra 
g 
Q 


OME KIND 


Ss 
OF MIRACLE 
D 


zal 





DWM MITIASSS /. 


GENGE IT. 


1OR 
THEIRS. 
AND THE 
LORDS WILL 
EXPECT ME TO 
HAVE THOGE 
ANSWERS. 





I KNOW IT ISN’T MUCH. 
I WISH THERE WAS MORE, BUT 
IT’S ALL I WAS ABLE TO GATHER 
Ay OVER THE YEARS. A FEW CHECKUP 
CHARTS AND A COUPLE OF 
CLERICAL RECORDS SOME OF 
THE NURSES KEPT. 


YOU SAID YOU 
RAN MY NAME 
THROUGH THE BIRTH 
RECORDS? 


SEVERAL TIMES. 

THERE WERE A HANDFUL 
OF JIM OR JAMES DOWNINGS, 
BUT NONE THAT MATCHED 
YOU OR YOUR 
APPROXIMATE AGE. 


YOU woes 


THINK. I MEAN, 
SOMEONE HAS 
TO KNOW 
SOMETHING. 


LOOK, LET ME 

MAKE A FEW CALLS 

IN THE MORNING. SEE 

IF I CAN GET ONE OF 
YOUR DOCTORS TO HAVE 
A MEETING WITH YOU. I’M 
SURE THEY’LL HAVE SOME 

ANSWERS FOR YOU. 

DOCTOR BAXTER IS A 

PRETTY DECENT 
GUY. 


DID YOUR 
SEARCH COVER 
OUTSIDE OF 
NEW YORK? 


WHEN YOU 
DID YOUR SEARCH, 
DID IT INCLUDE ALL OF 
THE UNITED STATES OR 
JUST NEW YORK 
STATE? 


JUST 
NEW YORK, 
I THINK. 


SO I MUST 
HAVE BEEN BORN 
OUTSIDE OF THIS 














































WHAT 
ABOUT MY 
ADMITTANCE 
PAPERS -- OR 
WHATEVER YOU 
GUYS CALL 
THEM? 


SO NO ONE 
KNOWS WHO 
CHECKED ME IN, 
OR WHO'S BEEN 
PAYING FOR MY 
TREATMENT? 











JUST SO I’M CLEAR, 
YOU'RE SAYING I WAS A 
PATIENT IN YOUR HOSPITAL--FOR 
YEARS-- AND NO ONE CAME TO 
VISIT, OR PHONE, OR CHECK UP ON 
ME? EVER/? AND THAT DIDN'T STRIKE 
ANYONE ON STAFF AS BEING 
JUST A LITTLE ODD? 


THATS 
UNDER- 
WHELMING. 








NO. I'M 
SAYING THAT 
I ‘PERSONALLY’ 
DON’T KNOW. 
THAT'S ALL. 
















YOU DON'T 
EVEN KNOW WHO 
LAM! I COULD BE A 
NAN. MURDERER FOR ALL 
LOOK, JIM. AANA WE KNOW! BUT THAT 
I KNOW YOU'RE DOESN'T MATTER 
FRUSTRATED. y WY} DOES IT? 
ANYONE WOULD aw 
BE. BUT I... 


HOW DO 
WE EVEN 
KNOW THAT 
JIM DOWNING 
IS MY REAL 


NAME. SE 


BECAU 
ITIS. I'M SURE 
OF IT. NO 
NEED TO GET 
PARANOID. 


PARANOID...£2 













BECAUSE 
YOU HAVEN'T 
SEEN ANYTHING 
PERSONALLY! 
THAT'S 
BULLSHIT! 





YOU’RE 
A HURTING 
ME! 











READ THE 
EXAMINER’S 
REPORT. 


THING YOU 
SHOULD. MORE 
SUPERNATURAL 

CRAP. 


SURE IF YOUR 
BUDDY, SPAWN, 
HAD ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH IT, BUT 
me WHATEVER RIPPED 
THROUGH THOSE 
GANGS WASN'T 
BEING TOO 


CAREFUL. 
MEDICAL 


REPORT SAYS 
THE VICTIMS HAD 
FLUID COAGULATION 
CONSISTENT WITH 


RAPID 
DEHYDRATION. 


MEANS THEIR 

BLOOD WAS 
BOILING AS 
THEY DIED. 





} CHIEF ae 
/ HE’S ALREADY 
GETTING PRESSURE 
TO DELIVER ANSWERS. 
A COUPLE OF POLITICIANS 


ARE LOOKING TO CUT 
THEIR TEETH ON 


A WEEK. 
MAYBE TWO. 
THEN THEY’LL 

SEND THEIR 


OWN GOONS 


IN TO TAKE 


THIS ONE. 


WHY 
THEIR SUDDEN 
INTEREST? 


NO ONE’S 
SAYING, BUT 
AS FAR AS I CAN 
TELL, ONE OF THE 
RINGLEADERS 
HAD SOME KIND 
OF TIES TO THE 
NORTEGO 
CARTEL. 


























WELL, THAT “& BB. RIGHT. SO NOW 

CONTACTHAS A * , WE HAVE DEAD GANGSTERS 

FEW FRIENDS THAT ARE ST. <7 AND AN INCINERATED HOSPITAL. 

BIG INTO REAL ESTATE ANTHONY'S. AND WE BOTH KNOW NORTEGA 

INVESTMENT. AND GUESS |] ISN’T GOING TO LAY BACK WHILE 

WHICH PIECE OF PROPERTY /{ SUSPENSE SOMEONE’S TORCHING HIS PEOPLE 
IS ene 














THEY HAD THEIR AND HIS PROPERTY. HE’LL 
FINGERS STUCK START A WAR LOOKING 
INTO? FOR ANSWERS. 

















Se 






AND IF 

SPAWNS 
INVOLVED, 
HE’LL NEVER 
FIND ANY. 








“EXACTLY. NO 
ONE’LL BE SAFE IN 
THIS CITY.” 









“SO WE NEED TO 
KNOW WHETHER IT’S 
SPAWN OR SOME- 
THING ELSE?” 





EXCUSE ME 


FOR BOTHERING 
YOU SO LATE... 
I WAS HOPING TO 
TALK TO MR. 
DOWNING. 





IT’S MY 
UNDERSTANDING 
HE WAS 
DISCHARGED 


INTO YOUR 
CARE. 


IT’S 

IMPORTANT 

WE TALK TO J 
HIM. 4 


I CAN SAY 
THAT I WORK FOR 
ST. ANTHONY’S AND 


BEEN TRYING TO 
MAKE CONTACT 


YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION... 


SO YOU'RE 
NOTA FRIEND 
OR FAMILY 
MEMBER? 


YOU'RE HERE 
ON BEHALF 


OF DR. BAXTER 
' AND DR 


TRUNZO? 


WELL, BOTH 
OF THEM SHOULD 
HAVE ACCESS TO MY 
CELL PHONE NUMBER. 
LET THEM KNOW I'D BE 
HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY 
OF THEIR QUESTIONS. 
I HOPE THEY’RE DOING 
OKAY. THAT EXPLOSION 
REALLY MESSED 
US ALL UP. 


I’M SURE 
THEY’LL 
APPRECIATE 
YOUR COOP- 
ERATION. 





Y UM... eel 
Y \FYOUDONT YO : 
MIND ME SAYING, \ = 
IT LOOKS LIKE F 
YOU'VE HAD A 
PRETTY ROUGH 
DAY. 


NEED ANYTHING JJ 
ELSE, OKAY? 





3 Cups of Coffee Later 


YEARS HAS IT 
BEEN? 


YOU --YOU 
ACTUALLY KNOW 
WHO I AM? 


I WOULDN'T SAY 
THAT. BUT YES, YOU 
AND I HAVE MET. 


A LONG TIME AGO. 


YOU PROBABLY DON’T EVEN 
REMEMBER. BUT I DO. 


MY NAME’S \ 
WANDA, BY 
THE WAY. / 

























I DON’T 
REMEMBER IF YOU 
TOLD US YOUR 
NAME LAST TIME 

E MET. 






I TEND TO 
REMEMBER WHEN 
A PERSON COMES 
TO MY DOOR AND 
PASSES OUT ON THE 
FRONT PORCH. YOU 
LOOKED LIKE 
YOU'D SEEN 
A GHOST.* 






























OH... FIVE 
YEARS AGO. MAYBE 
MORE. HONESTLY, YOU 
DON’T REMEMBER THAT? 
IT WAS ON OLIVE STREET. I 
WAS WEARING AN EVENING 

GOWN IN THE DAYTIME. 
AND YOU WERE QUITE THE 
GENTLEMAN WITH YOUR 
COMPLIMENTS. THEN JUST 
WHEN MY HUSBAND WAS 
COMING TO THE DOOR, 
YOU JUST FAINTED. 
RIGHT THERE ON 
THE SPOT. 

















LUCKILY, 

YOU WERE 
OKAY. I KEPT 
THINKING WE 

SHOULD HAVE 
GOTTEN YOU TO A 
DOCTOR BEFORE 
YOU RAN OFF. 
SO WE REALLY 
DIDN'T GET 
TO TALK 










*See issue 3!-- Todd 


YOU LOOK IT’S JUST... 
FANTASTIC! : 


I MEAN, 
YOUR HAIR’S 
DIFFERENT, BUT 
BESIDES THAT, I’D 
SWEAR YOU 
HAVEN’T AGED 
A DAY. 


THE FACTIS, 

I DON’T REMEMBER 
YOU, OR YOUR HOUSE OR 
ANYTHING! AND WHAT I 

CAN RECALL DOESN’T MAKE 
ANY SENSE...I DON’T 
EVEN KNOW WHO THE 
HELL TAM! 


OH 
MY GOD! 
YOU'RE ONE 


OF 
AREN’T 
» YOU? 


I SEE 
IT IN YOUR 
EYES. 
AND IF YOU DON’T 
EVEN KNOW YOU'RE A 
PART OF THEIR MADNESS, I... 
I’M SO SORRY, JIM, BUT I CAN’T 
HELP YOU. I JUST CAN’T 
DO THAT ANYMORE. 
NOT AGAIN. 


BUT I KNOW 
WHERE YOU MIGHT 
FIND SOME ANSWERS--OR 
WHATEVER YOU’RE 
LOOKING FOR. THAT’S THE 
BEST I CAN DO. 





"...DON’T 
COME BACK!” 


JIM! IT'S 
SARA. DON'T 
TALK JUST LISTEN! 
YOU NEED TO STAY 
AWAY FROM HERE. 
THEY'RE WATCHING 
US. WHATEVER 
YOU DO... 








SORRY... 
THOUGHT YOU 
WERE SOME- 

ONE ELSE. 


A WOMAN 
SENT ME HERE. 
SAID I MIGHT 
FIND...SOME- 
THING. 


LISTEN, I'M 
GONNA TAKE OFF. 
THIS PLACE ALWAYS 
CREEPED ME OUT. SO, 
GOOD LUCK WITH 
WHATEVER... 


MISTER! 
YOU OKAY? 
I THINK... 








EMPIRA 





